
 

79 Elm Street • Hartford, CT 06106‐5127      www.ct.gov/deep         Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer
 

 
 

Open Space Report to the Finance, Revenue and Bonding Committee 
and the State Bond Commission 

 
January 2013 

 

Overview 

Section 22a‐6v of  the General Statutes of Connecticut  requires  the Commissioner of  the Department of 
Energy and Environmental Protection to submit a report to the  joint standing committee of the General 
Assembly having cognizance of matters  relating  to  finance,  revenue and bonding and  to  the State Bond 
Commission each month.  The report provides information on the acquisition of land or interests in land by 
the state, a municipality, water company or nonprofit organization using  funds authorized  for  the Open 
Space and Watershed Land Acquisition Program established under Sections 7‐131d and the Recreation and 
Natural Heritage  Trust  Program  established  under  Sections  23‐73  to  23‐79  of  the  Connecticut General 
Statutes. 
 
 
Open Space and Watershed Land Acquisition Grant Program 

The Open  Space  and Watershed  Land Acquisition Grant  Program  provides  grants  to municipalities  and 
private  nonprofit  land  conservation  organizations  for  the  acquisition  of  open  space  land  and  to water 
companies to acquire  land to be classified as Class I or Class II watershed  land.   The State of Connecticut 
receives a conservation and public access easement on property acquired to ensure that the property will 
be protected and available to residents of Connecticut as open space in perpetuity.   
 
There were no open space and watershed acquisition grants closed in January 2013. 
 
 
Recreation and Natural Heritage Trust Program 

The Recreation and Natural Heritage Trust Program is the State of Connecticut’s primary program for the 
acquisition of lands for the beneficial use and enjoyment of the public as additions to the State’s system of 
parks, forests, wildlife, fisheries and natural resource management areas.  The program acquires land that 
represents the ecological diversity of Connecticut,  including natural features such as rivers, mountainous 
areas,  coastal  systems  and  their  natural  areas,  in  order  to  ensure  the  conservation  of  such  land  for 
recreational, scientific, educational, cultural and aesthetic purposes.  The following acquisition was closed 
in January 2013.  Additional information on this project follows. 

 



 

Property 
Name 

Location  Cooperator  Match 
Share 

Fee 
Acreage 

Easement 
Restrictions 
or R.O.W. 

State 
Purchase 
Price 

Purpose of 
Acquisition 

Griffin 
Land & 
Nurseries 

Suffield  ‐‐‐  ‐‐‐  74.936  ‐‐‐  $0  Mitigation for 
Meadowood Project, 
Simsbury 

 
 
Griffin Land & Nurseries, Inc. Property, Babbs Road, Suffield  
Donation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This  74.936  acre  donation  will  complement  the  Suffield  Wildlife  Management  Area,  satisfying  an  Inland  Water 
Resources Division Water Quality Certification for the Meadowood Project, Simsbury.   
 
This  area will  become  a  potential  nesting  habitat  for  several  documented,  state‐listed  avian  species  such  as  the 
American  kestrel,  Eastern  meadowlark,  Bobolink  and  Savannah  sparrow.    It  will  provide  additional  options  for 
management of grassland species within an established grassland system.   
 
The 74.936 acre addition is easterly of the existing Suffield WMA. 
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Denison Pequotsepos Nature Center, Inc. 
Coogan Farm, Stonington 
Conservation Easement  
 

 
 
 

This 24 acre parcel connects to 300+ acres that the 
Nature Center manages.  It consists of old agricultural 
fields, grass lands, old orchards, upland forest, wet 
meadows, scrub shrub wetlands, early succession 
maple, elm trees and old cedar stands.  Because of 
the variety of ecosystems, the potential for a healthy 
and diverse wildlife and vegetative habitats are 
greatly enhanced.  This property has a species of 
special concern and is a potential breeding ground 
for other species.  While not physically connected to 
Mystic Seaport, Mystic Aquarium or Denison 
Homestead, the property provides trails that directly 
connect all these education resources.  This natural 
ridgeline and trails offer scenic views of Mystic River 
and the valley. 
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Recreation and Natural Heritage Trust Program 
 

The Recreation and Natural Heritage Trust Program is the State of Connecticut’s primary program for the acquisition 
of  lands  for  the beneficial use  and  enjoyment of  the public  as  additions  to  the  State’s  system of parks,  forests, 
wildlife,  fisheries  and  natural  resource  management  areas.    The  program  acquires  land  that  represents  the 
ecological diversity of Connecticut, including natural features such as rivers, mountainous areas, coastal systems and 
their natural areas, in order to ensure the conservation of such land for recreational, scientific, educational, cultural 
and aesthetic purposes.   The  following acquisition was closed  in September 2013.   Additional  information on  this 
project follows. 

 
Property 
Name 

Location  Cooperator  Cooperator 
Share 

Fee 
Acreage 

Easement 
Area 

State Share  Purpose of 
Acquisition 

Hansell 
Property 

Voluntown & 
North 
Stonington 

US EPA 
Long Island 
Sound Study 

$172,138.18  101.11  n/a  $27,861.82 
Addition to Pachaug 
State Forest 

Sciongay 
Property 

Westbrook & 
Clinton 

US EPA 
Long Island 
Sound Study 

$1,200,000  149.2  0.25 ac  ‐‐ 
Long Island Sound 
Protection 

 
 
Estate of Jack Anders Hansell (a/k/a Olsen Property) 
Voluntown (86.26 Acres) & North Stonington (14.85 Acres) 
Fee Acquisition 
 

             

This  property  enhances  existing  recreational  opportunities  such  as  hiking,  hunting  and  birding  within 
Pachaug State Forest, protects Myron Kinney Brook (containing a native brook trout population) and adds to 
one of  the  largest unfragmented blocks of coastal  forest  in  the State.   The mixed hardwood  forest  shows 
little disturbance with notably  few  invasive species.   The property  is mostly  forested with approximately 9 
acres of wetlands.  The Narragansett (Blue) Trail runs north to south on the property, connecting this parcel 
to the Pachaug State Forest trail network.   This acquisition was  financed by a grant  from the US EPA Long 
Island Sound Program ($172,138.18) and the Recreation and Natural Heritage Trust Program ($27,861.82).   
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Sciongay Property – Clinton & Westbrook 
Fee Acquisition 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Sciongay property consists of 149.2 acres of land located mainly in the town of Clinton, with a small portion in 
the neighboring town of Westbrook.   Located  just northerly of Interstate 95, the property  includes a dam on the 
Menunketesuck River which  creates  the Chapman Mill Pond.   Below  the dam,  the  river  feeds  into  Long  Island 
Sound.  The possibility exists to create a fishway over the dam.  The remaining land provides habitat for a diverse 
number of animals, and provides  recreational activities  including hiking and  fishing.   The acquisition was made 
available by a grant from the US EPA Long Island Sound Program. 
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Open Space Report to the Finance, Revenue and Bonding Committee 
and the State Bond Commission 

 
October 2013 

 
 

Overview 

Section 22a-6v of the General Statutes of Connecticut requires the Commissioner of the Department of Energy & 
Environmental Protection to submit a report to the joint standing committee of the General Assembly having 
cognizance of matters relating to finance, revenue and bonding and to the State Bond Commission each month.  The 
report provides information on the acquisition of land or interests in land by the state, a municipality, water 
company or nonprofit organization using funds authorized for the Open Space and Watershed Land Acquisition 
Program established under Sections 7-131d and the Recreation and Natural Heritage Trust Program established 
under Sections 23-73 to 23-79 of the Connecticut General Statutes. 

 

Open Space and Watershed Land Acquisition Grant Program 

The Open Space and Watershed Land Acquisition Grant Program provides grants to municipalities and private 
nonprofit land conservation organizations for the acquisition of open space land and to water companies to acquire 
land to be classified as Class I or Class II watershed land.  The State of Connecticut receives a conservation and public 
access easement on property acquired to ensure that the property will be protected and available to residents of 
Connecticut as open space in perpetuity.  The following grants were closed in October 2013.  Additional information 
on these projects follows. 

 

Sponsor Project Acres 

Town of Simsbury Ethel Walker School, Parcel B       49.847 

Town of Hampton Cedar Swamp Road       50.63 
 
 

 



 

 
 
Town of Simsbury 
Ethel Walker School Parcel B 
Fee Acquisition  
 

 
 
 
 
 
Town of Hampton 
Cedar Swamp Rd & Old Town Pound Rd 
Fee Acquisition  
 

 
 

This site, on the west side of Bushy Hill Road, 
compliments the Town’s previous purchase of 283 
acres of Ethel Walker School Property and is 
adjacent to 215 acres of Town-owned forest, 
wetlands and Stratton Brook floodplain.  It expands 
upon other open space including Massaco State 
Forest, Stratton Brook State Park, Onion Mountain 
Forest, Tootin Hills Assoc. & Simsbury Coon Club, 
comprising nearly 1,043 acres.  The property is 
forested with wetlands, meadows and prime 
farmland soils and is actively used for forestry and 
equestrian purposes.     

This parcel borders Goodwin State Forest and land protected 
by a Wyndham Land Trust conservation easement.  It is 
further connected to Natchaug State Forest, CT Audubon’s 
Trail Wood Property and other Joshua’s Trust conservation 
easements.  This acquisition ensures the integrity of the 
wetlands on the property and the adjacent Goodwin State 
Forest where Pine Acres Lake is located.  A trail system will be 
developed to support hiking, cross country skiing and other 
passive recreational opportunities.  The Town will expose and 
preserve the unique stone bridge over a brook on the parcel. 
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Recreation and Natural Heritage Trust Program 

The Recreation and Natural Heritage Trust Program is the State of Connecticut’s primary program for the acquisition 
of lands for the beneficial use and enjoyment of the public as additions to the State’s system of parks, forests, 
wildlife, fisheries and natural resource management areas.  The program acquires land that represents the 
ecological diversity of Connecticut, including natural features such as rivers, mountainous areas, coastal systems and 
their natural areas, in order to ensure the conservation of such land for recreational, scientific, educational, cultural 
and aesthetic purposes.  The following acquisition was closed in October 2013.  Additional information on this 
project follows. 

 
 

Property 
Name 

Location Cooperator Match 
Share 

Fee 
Acreage 

Easement 
Restriction
s or R.O.W. 

State 
Purchase 

Price 

Purpose of 
Acquisition 

Russell 
Property  

North 
Stonington 

N/A N/A 7.56 N/A $0 Addition to 
Pachaug S.F. 

 
 

 

 

This 7.56 acre rectangular parcel, located at the SE corner 
of the Olsen Property, was discovered while surveying 
the 101.11 acre Olsen Property (acquired last month).  It 
should have conveyed to the State in 1992, when the 
State acquired the 171.6 acre parcel to the west and 
south of Olsen.  This acquisition resolves any potential 
title issues between all three parcels, now owned by the 
State and included as part of Pachaug State Forest.  This 
parcel was acquired at no cost, via Quit Claim Deed.  
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Open Space Report to the Finance, Revenue and Bonding Committee 
and the State Bond Commission 

 
November 2013 

 
 

Overview 

Section 22a-6v of the General Statutes of Connecticut requires the Commissioner of the Department of Energy & 
Environmental Protection to submit a report to the joint standing committee of the General Assembly having 
cognizance of matters relating to finance, revenue and bonding and to the State Bond Commission each month.  The 
report provides information on the acquisition of land or interests in land by the state, a municipality, water 
company or nonprofit organization using funds authorized for the Open Space and Watershed Land Acquisition 
Program established under Sections 7-131d and the Recreation and Natural Heritage Trust Program established 
under Sections 23-73 to 23-79 of the Connecticut General Statutes. 

 

Open Space and Watershed Land Acquisition Grant Program 

The Open Space and Watershed Land Acquisition Grant Program provides grants to municipalities and private 
nonprofit land conservation organizations for the acquisition of open space land and to water companies to acquire 
land to be classified as Class I or Class II watershed land.  The State of Connecticut receives a conservation and public 
access easement on property acquired to ensure that the property will be protected and available to residents of 
Connecticut as open space in perpetuity.  The following grant was closed in November 2013.  Additional information 
on this project follows. 

 

Sponsor Project Acres 

Town of Hebron Cardillo Property  47.0689 
 
 

 



 

Town of Hebron 
Cardillo Property 
Fee Acquisition  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Recreation and Natural Heritage Trust Program 

The Recreation and Natural Heritage Trust Program is the State of Connecticut’s primary program for the acquisition 
of lands for the beneficial use and enjoyment of the public as additions to the State’s system of parks, forests, 
wildlife, fisheries and natural resource management areas.  The program acquires land that represents the 
ecological diversity of Connecticut, including natural features such as rivers, mountainous areas, coastal systems and 
their natural areas, in order to ensure the conservation of such land for recreational, scientific, educational, cultural 
and aesthetic purposes.   

There were no Recreation and Natural Heritage Trust Program acquisitions closed in November 2013. 

This is a significant acquisition abutting other town and State of Connecticut open space and the Air Line Trail, 
an important multi-town recreational resource.  The property has floodplains, wetland soils, aquifers, the 
main branch of Raymond Brook, steep slopes and the unique Raymond Brook Marsh, one of the largest inland 
wetland complexes in eastern Connecticut, within Hebron’s Aquifer Protection Zone and having an excellent 
habitat for all kinds of wildlife.  Raymond Brook is an important tributary of the Salmon River, where efforts 
are underway to restore the Atlantic Salmon fishery.   
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Open Space Report to the Finance, Revenue and Bonding Committee 
and the State Bond Commission 

 
December 2013 

 
 

Overview 

Section 22a-6v of the General Statutes of Connecticut requires the Commissioner of the Department of Energy & 
Environmental Protection to submit a report to the joint standing committee of the General Assembly having 
cognizance of matters relating to finance, revenue and bonding and to the State Bond Commission each month.  The 
report provides information on the acquisition of land or interests in land by the state, a municipality, water 
company or nonprofit organization using funds authorized for the Open Space and Watershed Land Acquisition 
Program established under Sections 7-131d and the Recreation and Natural Heritage Trust Program established 
under Sections 23-73 to 23-79 of the Connecticut General Statutes. 

 

 

Open Space and Watershed Land Acquisition Grant Program 

The Open Space and Watershed Land Acquisition Grant Program provides grants to municipalities and private 
nonprofit land conservation organizations for the acquisition of open space land and to water companies to acquire 
land to be classified as Class I or Class II watershed land.  The State of Connecticut receives a conservation and public 
access easement on property acquired to ensure that the property will be protected and available to residents of 
Connecticut as open space in perpetuity.   
 
There were no open space and watershed acquisition grants closed in December 2013. 
 
 
 

 



 

Recreation and Natural Heritage Trust Program 

The Recreation and Natural Heritage Trust Program is the State of Connecticut’s primary program for the acquisition 
of lands for the beneficial use and enjoyment of the public as additions to the State’s system of parks, forests, 
wildlife, fisheries and natural resource management areas.  The program acquires land that represents the 
ecological diversity of Connecticut, including natural features such as rivers, mountainous areas, coastal systems and 
their natural areas, in order to ensure the conservation of such land for recreational, scientific, educational, cultural 
and aesthetic purposes.  The following acquisitions were closed in December 2013.  Additional information on these 
projects follows. 
 

Property 
Name 

Location Cooperator Match 
Share 

Fee 
Acreage 

Easement 
Restrictions 
or R.O.W. 

State 
Purchase 

Price 

Purpose of Acquisition 

KES 
Properties, 
LLC 

Scotland US Fish & 
Wildlife 
Service 

$195,000  17.74 N/A $0 Addition to James Spignesi 
Wildlife Management Area 

Rechovos 
Corp. 

East 
Hampton 

   116.69 2.0 ac Donation Addition to Salmon River 
State Forest 

 
KES Properties, LLC, Scotland 
Fee Acquisition 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The KES Properties, LLC land in Scotland consists of 17.74 acres located on the northerly side of Palmer Road 
near the center of Scotland.  The property contains a mix of open fields and woodlands, with some extensive 
views to the west from the road frontage.   
 
This is the specific parcel that DEEP Environmental Conservation Police Officer James V. Spignesi, Jr. was killed 
in the line of duty while on routine patrol on November 20, 1998.  The surrounding Wildlife Management 
Area was renamed in his honor, and this parcel will be added to the Wildlife Management Area.  
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Rechevos Corporation Donation 
East Hampton 
Fee Acquisition 
 

 
 

The Rechovos Corporation property consists of two parcels of land totaling 116.69 acres located off of 
Waterhole Road, East Hampton.  The property is the open space set-aside for a new subdivision being created 
called the Salmon Run Estates.   
 
The first parcel totals 107.288 acres and abuts the existing Salmon River State Forest.  The second parcel totals 
9.402 acres and is accessed via a temporary right of way until the roads of the subdivision are fully 
constructed.  The parcels will allow additional recreational use for the public as well as providing greater 
protection of the Salmon River and surrounding watershed. 
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